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È òRose Artó has been a Section in the Master 
Schedule for Rose Photography for the Pacific 
Southwest District (PSWD) of the American 
Rose Society (ARS) since it was first used in 
Albuquerque at the Spring Rose Show in May 
2009.

È At that show, there were no separate classes 
within the section  for different kinds of rose 
art, even though both òrealisticó and òabstractó 
entries were seen



òREALISTICó ROSE ARTòABSTRACTó ROSE ART



È After the Albuquerque show, the PSWD 
Photography Committee kept the Section for 
Rose Art, and did not add separate classes for 
òrealisticó and òabstractó rose art.

È There were many more photographs in the 
Palm Springs show than there had been in 
Albuquerque, and the division between 
òrealisticó and òabstractó clearly became an 
issue that the Committee had to address.



È Shortly after the Palm Springs show, the 
Committee developed the following definition 
for òrealisticó rose art:

È Realistic Rose Art ðA photograph having 
altered reality, design, form or components of a 
rose plant(s), or any portion thereof, in which 
the portion or perhaps even the specific variety 
remains evident.

È Realistic Rose Art became a separate class 
within the Section, Rose Art.



È At the same time, the Committee developed 
the following definition for òabstractó rose art:

È Abstract Rose Art ðA photograph having non -
objective or altered reality, design, form or 
components of a rose plant(s) or any portion 
thereof.

È Abstract Rose Art became a separate class 
within the Section, Rose Art.



È The Master Schedule developed by the PSWD 
Photography Committee has now been used at 
three shows, most recently at District in Tucson 
on April 17, 2010.

È Just as the first two shows pointed out things 
that needed to be addressed, review of photos 
from all three shows points up a need for 
further clarification of òrealisticó and òabstractó 
rose art, both for our exhibitors and for our 
judges.



È In òrealisticó rose art, the essential nature of 
variety photographed is maintained in such a 
way that the variety is identifiable, regardless 
of manipulation.

È To date, there appear to be two major ways this 
is done:

È 1. Creative cropping

È 2. Some use of Photoshop filters (or 
equivalent), but with the variety remaining 
identifiable



Don Hardy, òKimberlina ó



Gerry Mahoney, òBronze Staró



Susan Graham, òSt. Patrickó



Jude Singer, òSport of Fabulous!ó



Sally Long, òMarriotta ó



Susan Graham, òMermaidó



Susan Graham, òMermaidó



Susan Graham, òSombreuiló



È In òabstractó rose art, the essential nature of the 
varietyof rose is altered in such a way as to 
make it unrecognizable.

È To date, there appear to be two major ways this 
is done:

È 1. Use of filters and/or cropping in such a way 
that the photo is obviously a rose, but the 
variety cannot be identified; and

È 2. Use of filters and/or cropping in such a way 
that one might not recognize the photo as ever 
beginning as a photo of a rose.



Susan Graham, òYoyoó 1



Susan Graham, òYoyoó 2


